
Van Buren County Board of Supervisors  

Keosauqua, IA  

February 14, 2022 – 9:00 AM  

 

The Van Buren County Board of Supervisors met on this date in the board of supervisors’ office 

at the courthouse with supervisors Richards, House, and Meek present.  Others present at various 

times during the meeting included Ryne Thornburg, Jason Copeland, Ryan Keller, Richard 

Daugherty, Dixie Saunders, Laura Thomas, Craig Miller, Rusty Ebert, and Lisa Plecker. 

 

Chairman Richards opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the minutes from the February 7, 2022, meeting were 

approved.  Ayes: 3 

 

This being the date set for a public hearing on the vacation and disposition of a portion of the 

plat of the unincorporated town of Winchester, as was described in Resolution #01-24-2022A of 

the January 24, 2022, board of supervisors’ minutes, Chairman Richards called the public  

hearing to order at 9:05 AM.  Those who were present for the public hearing included Ryne 

Thornburg, Jason Copeland, Ryan Keller, Rusty Ebert, and Lisa Plecker.  Having received no 

oral or written objections to the proposal, it was moved by Meek, seconded by House, that the 

hearing be closed and that Resolution #02-14-2022A be approved and adopted as presented 

below: 

Resolution #02-14-2022A 

Vacating a Portion of Plat and Disposition of Proposed Vacated Roadway in the 

Unincorporated Town of Winchester, Iowa 
Whereas, it is the desire of Van Buren County, Iowa to vacate a portion of the plat in the 

unincorporated town of Winchester, Van Buren County, Iowa, more particularly described as: 
Description #1 - The West half of the alley in Block 7 in the unincorporated town of 

Winchester, Van Buren County, Iowa.  Main Street lying between the 

South ROW of Washington Street and the North ROW of South Street 

in the unincorporated town of Winchester, Van Buren County, Iowa.  

The North half of South Street lying between the East ROW of Osage 

Ave and the center of the alley in Block 7 in the unincorporated town of 

Winchester, Van Buren County, Iowa.  Subject to easements of record.  

and 

Description #2 - The East half of the alley in Block 7 in the unincorporated town of 

Winchester, Van Buren County, Iowa.  The West half of the alley 

running through Block 1 of Goodalls Addition to the unincorporated 

town of Winchester, Van Buren County, Iowa.  East Street lying 

between the South ROW of Washington Street and the North ROW of 

South Street in the unincorporated town of Winchester, Van Buren 

County, Iowa.  The North half of South Street lying between the center 

of the alley in Block 7 to the Eastern ROW of East St. in the 

unincorporated town of Winchester, Van Buren County, Iowa. 

Subject to easements of record. 

Whereas, the county no longer has any use for the above described real estate as public streets 

and/or alleys, and Section 354.23 of the code of Iowa, grants the county the right to vacate roads, 

streets, and alleys in the unincorporated areas of the county, and 

Whereas, adjoining landowners, David L. Wilson & Margaret A. Wilson, 714 W Taylor, 

Fairfield, IA 52556, have expressed a willingness to accept title to the real estate described in 



Description #1 in exchange for payment to the county of the compromised sum of $1.00 so that 

the vacated property can be placed on the tax roll, after which the county will issue conveyance 

only by quit claim deed upon payment of the sum enumerated above; and 

Whereas, adjoining landowners, David A. Wells & Connie M. Wells, 2287 Hwy 1, Fairfield, IA 

52556, have expressed a willingness to accept title to the real estate described in Description #2 

in exchange for payment to the county of the compromised sum of $1.00 so that the vacated 

property can be placed on the tax roll, after which the county will issue conveyance only by quit 

claim deed upon payment of the sum enumerated above; and 

Whereas, the Board of Supervisors did, on the 24th day of January 2022, adopt by resolution  

a proposal to close, vacate, and dispose of the previously described portions of the 

unincorporated town of Winchester, and the board further set and published a notice of public 

hearing in the Van Buren County Register on Thursday, January 27, 2022, and on Thursday, 

February 10, 2022; and 

Whereas, a public hearing on said proposal was held pursuant to notice on the 14th day of 

February 2022, with the hearing held in the board of supervisors’ office at the courthouse; and 

Whereas, the board of supervisors, having received no oral or written comments to the proposal 

as presented believes it to be in the best interest of the county to proceed with said proposal, as 

presented. 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Van Buren County, Iowa, that 

the proposal to close, vacate, and dispose of said portion of plat, and sell in the manner proposed 

above be approved this 14th day of February 2022, with the quit claim deeds and related 

documents being recorded in the office of the county recorder at county expense. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Richards - Aye, House - Aye, Meek – Aye 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 14th day of February 2022. 

 

County weed commissioner Jason Copeland presented the 2021 weed commissioner’s report.  

Following discussion, it was motioned by House, seconded by Meek, that the chairman be 

authorized to sign the annual report.  Ayes: 3 

 

County engineer Ryne Thornburg was present to give an update on various secondary roads 

matters including: 

• Notification that he met with the City of Keosauqua regarding the Route J40 overlay 

project which will be scheduled for completion in FY2023 

• Notification that the dump truck purchase which was planned for this year will be pushed 

back to FY2023 

• Notification that a request for more information has been made to ISAC regarding how 

the 2% premium reduction earned via the employee wellness program may be applied to 

the employee health insurance premiums in FY2023 

 

Ann Skaggs, on behalf of the Historic Preservation Commission, was present for discussion  

regarding a new appointee to the Commission.  On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the 

following appointment was approved: Karoline Thornsberry, Douds, to the Historic Preservation 

Commission for a 3-year term with the appointment to end on December 31, 2024.  Ayes: 3 

 

County recorder Ann Skaggs was also present to request that the board formalize their December 

13, 2021, commitment to do the digitization project for the records in her office.  On motion by  

Meek, seconded by House, the chairman was authorized to sign an agreement with Advantage 

Archives, Cedar Rapids, for digitization of historical land records at a cost of $54,710.235, and 



an agreement with Solution, Inc, Spencer, for programming costs to import the electronic images 

and create a basic index in the county’s Vision software for $13,950.  Ayes: 3 

 

Discussion was held related to obligating funds received via the American Rescue Plan Act of 

2021 in response to the COVID 19 public health emergency or it’s negative economic impacts 

and for the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue due to the  

public health emergency.  Following the discussion, on motion by Meek, seconded by House, the 

board approved Resolution #02-14-2022B which reads as follows: 

RESOLUTION #02-14-2022B 

Resolution to Obligate Funds From the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2021, President Joe Biden signed into law the American Rescue Plan 

Act (ARPA); and 

WHEREAS, Section 9901 of ARPA amended Title VI of the Social Security Act to add sections 

602, which establishes the Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund, and Section 603, which 

establishes the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund.  Both funds are intended to provide 

support to state, local, and tribal governments in responding to the impact of COVID-19 and in 

their efforts to contain the impact of COVID-19 on their communities, residents, and businesses; 

and 

WHEREAS, Sections 602(c)(1) and 603(c)(1) provide that funds may be used for the following 

designated purposes: 1) To respond to the public health emergency or its negative economic 

impacts, and 2) For the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in 

revenue due to the COVID-19 public health emergency; and 

WHEREAS, Van Buren County applied for and received the first tranche of funds for the 

American Rescue Plan Act totaling $684,107 on May 21, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, Van Buren County previously obligated a portion of the aforementioned funds via 

Resolution #11-8-2021A, leaving a remaining balance of $408,214 yet to be obligated; and 

WHEREAS, the ARPA work group at Van Buren County has reviewed and determined that the 

following requests for use of the remaining funds meet the requirements established by the 

Department of the Treasury’s Interim Final Rule as issued May 10, 2021 and the Final Rule as 

issued on January 6, 2022: 

• Digitization of Historical Land Records in the Recorder’s office (Interim Final Rule 

Subsection 35.6(b)(1)(xii)) - $68,660 

• Replace courthouse server which provides document storage for multiple offices 

including purchase of a 48-port switch (Interim Final Rule (page 60) – modernization of 

cybersecurity hardware) - $17,450 

• Restock preparedness supplies used by the Local Health office during the public health 

emergency response (Interim Final Rule Subsection 35.6(b)(1)(i)) - $5,000 

• Purchase 2 anticoagulation machines for Local Health nurses to use during home visits to 

prevent clients from having to go to the hospital for necessary bloodwork therefore 

reducing COVID exposure of clients (Interim Final Rule Subsection 35.6(b)(1)(xiii)) - 

$2,300 

• Purchase new election equipment (Interim Final Rule (page 60) – modernization of 

cybersecurity protection of critical infrastructure) - $66,500 

• Update the aerial photography for the county GIS system including set up of additional 

ground points for orientation of mapping (Interim Final Rule Subsection 35.6(b)(1)(xii) - 

$107,500 

• Invest in county Conservation parks and campgrounds – including upgrades to Sugema 

and Morris park sewer systems, install new dump station at Bentonsport campground, 



and replace shower house at Morris Park (Final Rule – Standard Allowance for Replacing 

Lost Revenue) - $138,000 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Van Buren County Board of Supervisors 

has obligated a total of $405,410 of the funds received by Van Buren County, Iowa, on May 21, 

2021, via the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 for the above identified uses. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Richards - Aye, House - Aye, Meek - Aye  

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 14th day of February 2022. 

 

County assessor Dixie Saunders was present on behalf of the county engineer’s office for 

discussion related to a quote that was received from Dan Corbin, Inc, Cedar Falls, to re-adjust 

the existing 2000 Van Buren County geodetic control network to the latest National Adjustment 

of NAD83(2011) and prepare for the new 2022 datum.  On motion by House, seconded by 

Meek, the chairman was authorized to sign the estimate with the project to be paid for via the 

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 funds as part of the update to the aerial photography for the 

GIS system.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the board set a public hearing date of February 28, 

2022, at 9:05 AM in the board of supervisors’ office as the time to receive public comments on a 

proposed amendment to the FY2022 county budget.  Ayes: 3 

 

Discussion was held regarding the need to amend the motion made on March 8, 2021, in which 

$66,348.15, received from the State of Iowa as Local Government Relief funds (via CARES Act 

funding), was designated with a sole purpose of re-opening the drain from the basement of the 

Law Center to protect the critical equipment housed there.  Since March a quote to do the work 

was received from Wiley Excavating, LLC for $4,244.  On November 8, 2021, a quote from DC 

Concrete & Construction, LLC was accepted by the board for replacement of the retaining walls 

around the basement entrance at a projected cost of $21,200 bringing the total amount of funding 

obligated to $25,444.  Following the discussion, on motion by House, seconded by Meek, the 

motion from March 8, 2021, was amended to include the following projects: reopen the drain 

from the basement of the Law Center; replace the retaining walls around the basement entrance 

of the Law Center; convert the Law Center’s light fixtures to LED lights, project to be completed 

by Chaplin Electric, LLC at a projected cost of $7,022.08; and upgrade the fire alarm system, 

project to be completed by Johnson Controls, Inc. at a projected cost of $15,500.  Ayes: 3 

 

Deputy auditor Laura Thomas was present for discussion related to letters that were sent, as 

noted in the December 27, 2021, minutes, to request additional information for use in 

determining whether four parcels should be allowed to receive homestead credit.  Having 

received the necessary clarification, on motion by Meek, seconded by House, two of the 

applications were approved to receive homestead credit during the 2022-2023 tax payable year, 

and two applications were disallowed.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the board approved two requests for rural tax 

abatement (one located in Henry Township, and one located in Jackson Township), and 

disapproved one request due to not having final approval of the required sewer permit (located in 

Des Moines Township).  Ayes: 3 

 



On motion by House, seconded by Meek, three applications for impoundment structure property 

tax exemption for the 2022-2023 tax payable year were approved (two located in Des Moines 

Township, and one located in Vernon Township).  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the county treasurer was authorized to assess special 

assessment liens against the following property owners in the former city of Mt. Sterling for 

delinquent sewer accounts:  

1)  Samuel & Meghan Boley (parcel #000451507283140) - $191.07,  

2)  Ronald Claman (parcel #000451507279140) - $191.07,  

3)  Steven & Valerie Schaffner (parcel #000451507281100) - $191.07,  

4)  Gary Shelton (parcel #000451507276150) - $191.07,  

5) CKM4, LLC (parcel #000451507251210) - $191.07, and 

5)  John Smith (parcel #000451507251115) - $182.01.    Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, a renewal of the Class C beer permit, including Class 

B Wine and Sunday sales, for Boyd Grocery, Keosauqua, was approved.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the following payroll/claims/reports were approved: 

Payroll - #32725-32809 and #32810-32895; Handwritten Claim - #5270 (Secondary Roads - 

#28257); Claims – #5271-5377 (Secondary Roads - #28285-28341).  Oath of Office – Fox River 

Drainage District Trustee – Upper District (Wenke).  Ayes: 3 

 

The board acknowledged that the county had received a 4-year Manure Management Plan 

(MMP) update from the following hog facilities: 1) C&K Hog Farms, LLC (Facility #64388). 

 

Board members reported on various committee meetings including SEIL Mental Health Region, 

RUSS, Decat, State Supervisors’ Meeting, RC&D Pathfinders, 8th Judicial District, and Iowa 

Workforce Development Board. 

 

County attorney Craig Miller was present for discussion regarding office personnel matters.  

Following a brief introduction of the matter to be discussed by Miller, on motion by Meek, 

seconded by House, the board voted to enter closed session under §21.5(i), Code of Iowa, at 

10:30 AM with the following recorded vote: Richards - Aye, House - Aye, Meek - Aye. 

 

The board re-entered into open session at 10:39 AM and took the following action: on motion by 

Meek, seconded by House, and upon recommendation by the county attorney, effective February 

7, 2022, staff assistant Hannah Conrad’s salary was set at $19.00 per hour.  Ayes: 3 

 

Ryan Keller, with CR3 Connect, was present to introduce himself to the board as the acting 

liaison for the proposed Navigator Heartland Greenway CO2 pipeline project. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:42 AM. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

_______________________________ 

Alex Richards, Chair 

 

________________________________  _______________________________ 

       Attest:   Lisa Plecker, County Auditor 

 

________________________________       

Van Buren County Board of Supervisors 

 


